
Biographies
is an award winning software engineer and 
entrepreneur. He is the founder and Chief 
Executive Ofcer of Smart Codes (T) Limited, a 
digital agency based in Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania that is behind the ground-breaking 
digital newsstand application, M-Paper. He is 
also the winner of the Young Achiever Award 
under the Tanzanian Leadership Awards in 
2015 and his mobile application, M-Paper, 
recently won Apps Africa best educational 
innovation application in Africa.

Edwin Bruno 

is the Senior Liaison Ofcer at ASSAf and is in 
charge of  the Academy's  Overseas 
Collaborations sub-program. He is involved in 
b u s i n e s s  d e v e l o p m e n t  ( r e s o u r c e 
mobilisation) in six continents to support other 
International Liaison sub-programs and ASSAf 
programs. He holds a PhD in Biotechnology 
from the University of Free State.Siyavuya Bulani 

is the Vice-Principal responsible for research 
and postgraduate education at the University 
of Pretoria (UP).  She is also responsible for 
international agreements and innovation 
activities at UP.She holds an MSc in Organic 
Chemistry and a PhD in Biochemistry. She is an 
NRF B-rated researcher, has published 
extensively, and holds several patents. She is a 
Fellow of the Royal Society of South Africa and 
a member of the Council of Academy of 
Science of South Africa. 

Stephanie Burton 

is the Chief Executive Ofcer of the Research 
Institute for Innovation and Sustainability (RIIS). 
He has worked in Strategy and Management 
Consulting across the world, while based in 
London, has held high level advisory positions 
within Provincial Government in Gauteng and 
is a KPMG Alumni. He has degrees in Physics & 
Applied Math (UP), Politics, Philosophy & 
Economics (UNISA), and Development Studies 
(SOAS), and a passion for learning and under-
standing how the world works.

Davis Cook 

is a member of the Global Young Academy 
(GYA) and the Southern Africa Champion for 
the Global State of Young Scientists (GloSYS) 
Africa project, which aims to investigate the 
barriers and opportunity for Early Career 
Researchers within Africa to progress in their 
careers. Anna obtained her PhD in Australia 
at the Queensland University of Technology, 
in Cellular and Molecular biology. After 
completing a postdoc at the MRC National 
Institute of Medical Research, London UK, she 
moved to the University of Cape Town, South 
Africa, to develop a research program in 
clinical Tuberculosis-HIV immunology.

Anna Coussens 

is the Executive Ofcer of ASSAf and Professor 
Emeritus in the School of Environmental 
Sciences, University of KwaZulu-Natal. She is a 
Fellow of the University, the South African 
Geographical Society, the Academy of 
Sciences for the Developing World (TWAS) and 
a Member of the Academy of Science of South 
Africa (ASSAf). She is active in the Organisation 
for Women Scientists in the Developing World 
(OWSD) and serves on the Gender Advisory 
Board to TWAS.

Roseanne Diab 

completed her undergraduate studies at 
University of KwaZulu-Natal, a MSc Polymer 
Science at University of Potchefstroom and a 
MSc  in  Techno logy  and Innovat ion 
Management at Da Vinci Institute. She has 
pioneered research and development in 
polymeric bag lters and currently heads 
Innovation Research and Management at 
Eskom.

Kammy 
Dhaver-Young 

is the Deputy Head of International Relations at 
the German National Academy of Sciences 
Leopoldina. She is the Executive Director of the 
network of European Science Academies 
(EASAC). EASAC brings together the National 
Science Academies of the EU Member States, 
Norway and Switzerland. Christiane did her 
Masters degree at the University of Mainz and 
her PhD at Oxford University (Oriel College) 
with a thesis in Meta-Ethics. 

Christiane Diehl 

is the Vice President: Strategic R&T and CIBI at 
Sasol.  Before joining Sasol he was at the CSIR 
where he held positions of Manager: National 
Laser Centre and later Group Executive, R&D. 
He is a member of ASSAf. He serves in a 
number of committees and advisory 
structures within the NSI. 

Thulani Dlamini 

is the Deputy Director-General for International 
Cooperation and Resources in the South 
Af r ican Depar tment  o f  Sc ience and 
Technology, responsible for all aspects of South 
Africa's international science, technology and 
innovation partnerships. He was responsible for 
establishing and managing the European 
South African Science and Technology 
Advancement Programme (ESASTAP).  He is 
currently a member of the SKA Organisation's 
S t ra tegy  and  Bus ines s  Deve lopment 
Committee.  

Daan du Toit 

is an associate professor in the Department of 
Food Science at the University of Pretoria. Her 
research focuses on the sensory properties of 
food and drink that contribute to the nutrition 
and well-being of consumers in sub-Saharan 
A f r i c a .   T h i s  i n c l u d e  f o o d  p r o d u c t 
development to meet the demands of a 
growing and more urbanised Afr ican 
population in transition, the exploration of the 
richness of sensory experiences in foods from 
Africa's bio-diverse food sources and the 
tailoring of sensory properties of foods to make 
them not only nutritionally adequate, but also 
appealing and appetising. 

Riëtte de Kock 



is the Head of the National Intellectual 
Property Management Ofce (NIPMO), a 
specialised service delivery unit within the 
Department of Science and Technology.  
She obtained a Doctor of Philosophy in 
Biotechnology through the Institute of Wine 
Biotechnology at Stellenbosch University. She 
completed her Legum Baccalaureus and 
Patent Examinat ion Boards and was 
registered as a South African patent attorney, 
and admitted as an attorney of the High 
Court of South Africa.  

Kerry Faul 

is the Foreign Ofce's Chief Scientic Adviser 
(CSA) and is responsible for providing advice 
to the Foreign Secretary, Ministers and ofcials 
on science, technology and innovation. 
Grimes is currently Professor of Materials 
Physics at Imperial College. Grimes has 
advised the House of Lords Science and 
Technology Committee's inquiry into nuclear 
research requirements, and was part of the 
Scientic Advisory Group for Emergencies 
(SAGE) that provided ofcial advice on the 
2011 Fukushima disaster. 

Robin Grimes 

is the German Ambassador in South Africa. 
He has lived and worked in Africa for a 
decade and developed a true passion for 
the continent and its people. Having majored 
in music at university, Lindner is passionate 
about African music. Lindner previously 
served as the spokesperson of the German 
Foreign Minister, Germany's Ambassador to 
Kenya, and Director for Sub-Saharan Africa in 
the German Foreign Ofce and until recently 
as the Special Representative of Chancellor 
Merkel for the Ebola Crisis.

Walter Lindner 

i s  the Chief  Execut ive Ofcer of  the 
Technology Innovation Agency (TIA). He holds 
a BSc Hons. Degree in Industrial Technology & 
M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r 
management qualications including having 
completed a Masters Programme at the 
University of Pretoria. Manilal is currently at 
proposal stage of a PhD Programme focussing 
on Programme Management. 

Barlow Manilal

is the International Liaison Manager of ASSAf. 
He is responsible for strategic partnerships 
with global science networks, overseas 
collaborations and African collaborations, 
gender  in  sc ience,  technology and 
innovation as well as young scientist liaison. 
His role is to develop relations with science 
academies at bilateral levels as well as 
multilateral organisation that have a science 
interest. He is involved in science diplomacy, 
internationalisation of science, science 
advice and science communication. 

Stanley 
Maphosa 

is seconded to the SADC Secretariat as the 
S e n i o r  T e c h n i c a l  A d v i s o r :  S c i e n c e , 
Technology and Innovation, where she is 
responsible for facilitating and coordinating 
reg ional  ST I  po l ic ies ,  s t rateg ies  and 
programmes in support of the SADC Member 
States. Prior to her Secondment she held the 
position of Director: Africa Cooperation at the 
South African, Department of Science and 
Technology. 

Anneline 
Morgan 

is a Research Professor at the University of Fort 
Hare and the Editor-In-Chief of the South 
African Journal of Animal Science. He is a 
Member of ASSAf. His accolades include the 
SASAS President's Award for exceptional 
contribution to animal science and the UFH 
VC's Senior and Emerging Researcher 
Awards. He is a member of the SASAS 
Council; ASSAf Scholarly Publishing Standing 
Committee and ASSAf AET Panel; and Fort 
Cox College of Agriculture and Forestry 
Council. 

Voster 
Muchenje 

holds a PhD in Science, Technology, and 
Innovation for Development (STI4D) from the 
University of Sussex. He is currently a DST/NRF 
Research Professor of Innovation Studies at 
the Institute of Economics Research on 
Innovation (IERI) at Tshwane University of 
Technology. He is a NRF rated Research 
Professor and is concurrently Professor at 
Development and International Relations 
(DIR) at Aalborg University. He is senior 
R e s e a r c h  A s s o c i a t e  a t  t h e  S L P T M D 
Programme at Oxford University. He is also a 
member of ASSAF.

Mammo Muchie 

is the Executive Director of CSIR Modelling 
and Digital Science (MDS). He holds a PhD in 
electrical engineering, with a focus on 
applied computational intelligence from the 
University of the Witwatersrand. He is a 
registered professional engineer and a senior 
member of the Institute of Electronical and 
Electronics Engineers. He is a founding 
member of the South Afr ican Young 
Academy of Science and currently serves on 
the Department of Home Affairs ministerial 
advisory committee on modernisation.

Fulufhelo 
Nelwamondo 

is the Senior Programme Specialist for Science 
and Techno logy  fo r  A f r ica  and the 
Coordinators for the African Network of 
Scientic and Technological Institutions 
(ANSTI) in the UNESCO Regional Ofce for 
Southern Africa. She holds a PhD degree from 
the University of Adelaide, South Australia and 
a BSc Degree in Biochemistry from KNUST, 
Kumasi, Ghana.

Peggy 
Oti-Boateng 



is the Deputy Director-General at the 
Department of Science and Technology and 
represents the department on the social and 
economic clusters of government and the 
advisory committee for the Green Fund. He is 
also a member of the board of MINTEK, the 
Water Research Commission, Trade and 
Industrial Policy Strategies (TIPS) and an 
a l t e r n a t i v e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  b o a r d 
representative to the Southern African 
Science Service Centre for Climate Change 
a n d  A d a p t i v e  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t 
(SASSCAL)

Imraan Patel 

is the Deputy Vice-Chancellor of the University 
of Cape Town. He has formerly been Dean: 
Engineering & the Built Environment at the 
University of Cape Town, the Executive Head: 
Strategy at Anglo American Platinum, 
Executive Vice-President: Research and 
Development at Mintek, and Head of the 
Department of Chemical Engineering at the 
Cape Peninsula University of Technology. He 
graduated from the University of Stellenbosch 
with the B. Ing (Chem), M. Ing (Metal) and 
Ph.D (Ing) degrees.  

Francis Peterson 

was the Rector of the College of the 
Transguration, Grahamstown. He is the 
former Principal and Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of South Africa (Unisa). He was 
Chairperson of Higher Education South 
Africa and Chairman of the African Council 
for Distance Education. Pityana obtained his 
PhD in Religious Studies from the University of 
Cape Town in 1995 and was admitted as an 
attorney of the High Court of South Africa in 
February 1996. He is a Vice President of 
ASSAf.

Nyameko 
Barney Pityana 

serves as Leopoldina's Secretary General. She 
studied Biology and Chemistry, received a 
PhD at the University of Heidelberg and 
worked as a scientist at the Max Planck 
Institute for Brain Research in Frankfurt, Main. 
She serves as an extraordinary Professor of 
Neurobiology at the Charité, Medical Faculty 
of the Humboldt University, Berlin. Jutta 

Schnitzer-Ungefug 

is the Senior Research and Innovation Advisor 
at Fraunhofer Center for Responsible 
Research and Innovation. He holds a Masters 
Degree in Political and Social Sciences and is 
nalising his PhD studies at Technical 
University of Berlin

Florian Schütz 

is a Professor in Genetics at the University of 
Pretoria (UP). He is a core team member of the 
Tree Protection Co-operative Programme 
and Centre of Excellence in Tree Health 
Biotechnology in the Forestry and Agricultural 
Biotechnology Institute (FABI). He holds a B1 
rating from the NRF. 

Bernard Slippers 

is the Director of the MRC/NHLS/Wits Human 
Genomic Diversity and Disease Research 
Unit at the National Health Laboratory 
Service and University of the Witwatersrand. 
Her research makes use of the tools 
commonly used in molecular biology to 
study genomic variation in living people to 
reconstruct their prehistory and evolution. 
She is a recipient of the National Order of 
Mapungubwe (Bronze). She is the General 
Secretary of ASSAf.

Himla Soodyall 

qualied as MD and specialised in paediatrics 
and in clinical virology. He was Chairman of 
the Institute of Virology, Univ Würzburg, and 
Dean of the Faculty of Medicine. Ter Meulen 
was President of the German Academy of 
Sciences Leopoldina. He was President of the 
European Academies Science Advisory 
Council (EASAC), and in 2013 he was elected 
co-chair of IAP and reelected in 2016. 

Volker ter 
Meulen 

is the Chairman of Research Institute for 
Innovat ion and Susta inabi l i ty  (R I IS) , 
Chairman of The SA Innovation Summit and 
championed the SA Innovation Network 
(Saine). She spearheaded the commercial-
isation of the SA Innovation Summit as a 
Southern African Institution and main 
innovation event for the country. Innovation, 
entrepreneurship and business sustainability 
are her primary focus areas in business. 

Audrey Elizabeth 
Verhaeghe 

is a professor at the Vaal Campus of the North-
West University and is  Chair of the IGU 
Commission for Water Sustainability. He 
obtained his PhD in Halle and his Habilitation in 
Jena (Germany) and came to South Africa 
with a scholarship of the excel lence 
programme of the German Academy of 
Science Leopoldina. Frank Winde 




