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D e a r  Re a d e rs ,

The Leopoldina was de-
clared German Nati onal 
Academy of Sciences in 
July 2008. Since then, it 
has expanded its acti vi-
ti es and has progressively 
been re structured.

In January 2012 the Offi  ce of the President, the 
Secretariat General and the three departments 
Policy Advice, Internati onal Relati ons and Press 
and Public Relati ons as well as the Administra-
ti on have moved into the new headquaters on the 
Jägerberg in Halle. An offi  ce in the government 
district in Berlin ensures immediate contact to 
policy makers.

In this brochure, we would like to provide you 
with an overview on the Leopoldina. The bro-
chure describes our work and also gives you the 
names of the relevant contact persons.

Please do not hesitate to contact us! We welcome 
your enquiries and feedback.

Halle upon Saale, October 2012

Jörg Hacker
XXVI President of the Leopoldina

The main stairs

The auditorium

The banquet room

The conference room
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The Deutsche Akademie der Naturforscher Leo-
poldina was appointed the German National 
Academy of Sciences on 14 July 2008. The le-
gal basis for this act was the resolution by the 
Joint Science Conference of the federation and 
states of 18 February 2008. Since then, the Fed-
eral President of Germany has been the patron 
of the Leopoldina. The academy is independent 
and dedicated to the common good. 

In founding a national academy, the idea was to 
create a legitimised institution that would work 
scientifically on important social topics of rele-
vance to the future, independently of economic 
or political interests; communicate its results in 
the political sphere and to the public; and rep-
resent these topics both nationally and interna-
tionally.

The Leopoldina was founded in 1652 in Schwein-
furt and is thus the oldest conti nuously existi ng 
academy of natural sciences and medicine in 
the world. As an academy, it selects outstanding 
scien ti sts to become members. Since its founda-
ti on, it has appointed over 7000 individuals, in-
cluding Marie Curie, Charles Darwin, Albert Ein-
stein, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Alexander 
von Humboldt, Justus von Liebig and Max Planck, 
among others.

Leopoldina – 
Nationale Akademie der Wissenschaften

Federal Minister Annette Schavan, 
 Leopoldina President Volker ter 
Meulen, Federal President Horst Köhler 
and Minister-President of the State of 
Saxony-Anhalt Wolfgang Böhmer (from 
left to right) on the occasion of the 
declaration of the Leopoldina as the 
German National Academy of Sciences 
in July 2008.

Contact:
Prof. Dr. Dr. h. c. mult. Jörg Hacker
President
Jägerberg 1
06108 Halle (Saale)
Phone:  +49 (0) 345 472 39-915
Fax:  +49 (0) 345 472 39-919
E-mail:  joerg.hacker@leopoldina.org
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With currently over 1,400 members in more than 
30 countries, the Leopoldina has the largest num-
ber of members among German academies. The 
members are organised in specialised secti ons, 
which in turn are grouped into four classes.

These classes, which were newly introduced in 
2009, integrate the members more strongly than 
before in the draft ing of statements and recom-

mendati ons and also strengthen interdisciplinary 
exchange. The classes focus on natural sciences, 
life sciences, medicine, as well as behavioural 
and social sciences and the humaniti es. They also 
form the platf orm for internati onal exchange and 
the selecti on of new members.

The yearly assemblies provide a forum for the 
members.

Members,  Sections,  and Classes

Leopoldina‘s Classes and Secti ons:

Class I: Mathemati cs, Natural Sciences and Engineering
• Mathemati cs
• Informati cs
• Physics
• Chemistry
• Earth Sciences
• Engineering Sciences

Class II: Life Sciences
• Agricultural and Nutriti onal Sciences
• Physiological and Evoluti onary Biology
• Geneti cs/Molecular Biology and Cell Biology
• Biochemistry and Biophysics
• Microbiology and Immunology
• Human Geneti cs and Molecular Medicine
• Physiology and Pharmacology/Toxicology

Class III: Medical Sciences
• Anatomy and Anthropology
• Pathology and Forensic Medicine
• Internal Medicine and Dermatology
• Surgery, Orthopaedics, Anaesthesiology
• Gynaecology and Paediatrics
• Neurosciences
• Ophthalmology, Oto-Rhino-Laryngology
 and Stomatology
• Radiology
• Veterinary Medicine

Class IV: Humaniti es, Social and Behavioural Sciences
• History of Science and Medicine
• Epistemology
• Economics and Empirical Social Sciences
• Psychology and Cogniti ve Sciences
• Cultural Sciences
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The Leopoldina is a supranati onal associati on of 
scienti sts. More than a quarter of its members 
come from outside Germany. New members are 
proposed by the academy members and elected 
to the academy by the presidium in a multi -stage 
selecti on process. Each member belongs to a sec-
ti on in accordance with their scienti fi c discipline. 
Each secti on elects a representati ve to the senate 
from its members. The senate, to which individu-
als from scienti fi c organisati ons and the public 
also belong, elects the members of the presidium, 
checks the accountability reports and decides on 
the academy’s scienti fi c strategy.

The academy is organised as a non-profi t regis-
tered associati on and is funded by the German 
Federal Ministry of Educati on and Research (80%) 
and the state where it is located, Saxony-Anhalt 
(20%). The president and four vice presidents 
form the executi ve board in the legal sense. The 
presidium is made up of the executi ve board and 
additi onal members and is responsible for the 
Leopoldina’s acti viti es. A full-ti me secretary gen-
eral is in charge of the offi  ce and is supported by 
the administrati on department in this role.

Organisation

Contact:
Prof. Dr. Jutt a Schnitzer-Ungefug
Secretary General
Jägerberg 1
06108 Halle (Saale)
Phone:  +49 (0) 345 472 39-912
Fax:  +49 (0) 345 472 39-919
E-mail:  sekschnitzer@leopoldina.org

Dr. Bernd Sperlich
Head of Administrati on
Jägerberg 1
06108 Halle (Saale)
Phone: +49 (0) 345 472 39-925
Fax: +49 (0) 345 472 39-919
E-mail: bernd.sperlich@leopoldina.org
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Contact:
Prof. Dr. Jutt a Schnitzer-Ungefug
Secretary General
Jägerberg 1
06108 Halle (Saale)

Leopoldina members and the 
city of Schweinfurt donated 
this president’s chain of of-
fice to the academy in 1955.
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Providing guidance on current scienti fi c and sci-
ence policy issues to policy makers, society and 
industry is a central task of the Nati onale Akade-
mie der Wissenschaft en. These can include topics 
such as climate change, nutriti on, disease control 
and health, demographic change, global econom-
ic systems, confl ict research or natural resources. 
The aim is to deliver statements and recommen-
dati ons for meeti ng urgent social challenges and 
to identi fy important future issues, where the 
scienti fi c basis is important in fi nding a soluti on. 
In this work, it is also a matt er of recognising at 
an early stage the important developments that 
are indicated by science and may become of sig-
nifi cance to society in the future, and of analysing 

and commenti ng appropriately on them.
The Leopoldina conducts its policy advice acti vi-
ti es jointly with the Union of Academies of Sci-
ences, including the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy 
of Sciences and Humaniti es, as well as acatech – 
the German Academy of Science and Engineering. 
The work is steered by a coordinati ng committ ee, 
which is led by the Leopoldina. Working groups 
or ad hoc commissions can also be formed alone 
or in cooperati on with other academies, scienti fi c 
insti tuti ons or internati onal partners, in order to 
produce recommendati ons and statements. As a 
result, statements, recommendati ons or reports 
are produced on interdisciplinary or fi eld-specifi c 
topics and long-term developments, but also on 
current, day-to-day politi cal issues.

The Leopoldina conducts a peer review of the 
results and then submits them as a basis for dis-
cussion and politi cal measures to decision makers 
and interested parti es in the politi cal sphere and 
society.

Advice for  Policy Makers and Society

Contact:
Elmar König
Head of the Policy Advice Department
Jägerberg 1
06108 Halle (Saale)
Phone:  +49 (0) 345 472 39-860
Fax: +49 (0) 345 472 39-839
E-mail:  elmar.koenig@leopoldina.org

Chancellor Dr. Angela Merkel 
at the Annual Assembly 
2011.
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In the age of globalisati on, topics such as energy, 
climate change or health require supranati onal 
politi cal measures. By cooperati ng with the acade-
mies of other countries, the Leopoldina promotes 
the internati onal exchange of views on these top-
ics. This takes place in various forms, such as joint 
symposia or statements issued in the context of 
the scienti fi c guidance of the G8 summit meeti ngs 
of the heads of state and government. 

To this end, the Leopoldina is acti ve in internati on-
al umbrella organisati ons, in which other nati onal 
academies, such as the Royal Society in London, 
the Académie des Sciences in Paris, the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences or the Nati onal Academies 
of the USA are also represented. For example, 
these include the:

• InterAcademy Council (IAC)
• InterAcademy Panel (IAP)
• InterAcademy Medical Panel (IAMP)

Since April 2010, the Secretariat of the European 
Academies Science Advisory Council (EASAC), to 
which the nati onal academies of the EU mem-
ber states belong, is located at the Leopoldina. 
Internati onal statements and recommendati ons 
of European signifi cance are produced by EASAC 
and sent to the EU Commission or the EU Parlia-
ment. 

International  Relations

Contact:

Dr. Marina Koch-Krumrei
Head of the Internati onal Relati ons Department
Jägerberg 1
06108 Halle (Saale)
Phone:  +49 (0) 345 472 39-833
Fax:  +49 (0) 345 472 39-839
E-mail:  marina.koch-krumrei@leopoldina.org

Dr. Christi ane Diehl
EASAC Secretariat
Jägerberg 1
06108 Halle (Saale)
Phone:  +49 (0) 345 472 39-831
Fax:  +49 (0) 345 472 39-839
E-mail:  christi ane.diehl@leopoldina.org

Joint nanotechnology 
symposium of the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences and 
the Leopoldina in Münster in 
July 2009.
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Policy advice also always includes advising society. 
The public should have the opportunity to inform 
itself more easily and bett er about current scien-
ti fi c and science policy topics, in order to be able 
to parti cipate in the politi cal discussions. There-
fore, issues that are important to society, such as 
demographic change, tackling contagious diseases 
or securing the energy supply, are presented com-
prehensibly in the form of informati on material or 
lectures. 

In order to promote the interdisciplinary discus-
sion between scienti sts and to disseminate their 
scienti fi c fi ndings, the Leopoldina co-organises 
symposia and meeti ngs with universiti es, research 

insti tutes and other academies. The symposia are 
interdisciplinary and convey current knowledge 
beyond the borders of the discipline, while the 
meeti ngs discuss fi eld-specifi c problems more ex-
tensively.

Contact:
Caroline Wichmann
Head of the Press and
Public Relati ons Department 
Jägerberg 1
06108 Halle (Saale)
Phone:  +49 (0) 345 472 39-800
Fax:  +49 (0) 345 472 39-809
E-mail:  caroline.wichmann@leopoldina.org

Public  Events

◀ Leopoldina member Jörg Hacker during 
his keynote lecture on migration and epi-
demics at the Leopoldina biennial assembly 
in 2007.

▴ Leopoldina member Stefan Müller from Bonn speaking on the mathematical fascination of 
magnetic patterns at the 2009 biennial assembly.
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The Leopoldina makes its scienti fi c discussions 
available to the public. Its journal, Nova Acta Leo-
poldina, refl ects the academy’s spectrum of lec-
tures, meeti ngs and symposia. This journal rep-
resents the conti nuati on of the fi rst medical and 
natural scienti fi c journal in the world and dates 
back to the year 1670. The journal Acta Historica 
Leopoldina is dedicated to the history of science, 
parti cularly that of the academy. The academy’s 
almanac has been published since 1990 and docu-
ments the acti viti es of the Leopoldina during the 
respecti ve calendar year.

Scientif ic
Publications

Contact:
Dr. Joachim Kaasch and Dr. Michael Kaasch
Scienti fi c Publishing
Emil-Abderhalden-Str. 37
06108 Halle (Saale)
Phone:  +49 (0) 345 472 39-135/134
Fax:  +49 (0) 345 472 39-139
E-mail: kaasch@leopoldina.org

G o e t h e  Ed i t i o n

The annotated historical-criti cal editi on Goethe 
– Works on the Natural Sciences presents Jo-
hann Wolfgang von Goethe’s work on the natu-
ral sciences in chronological order. In additi on 
to all of Goethe’s writi ngs on scienti fi c subjects, 
the editi on includes complementary material 
and testi monials and encompasses eleven vol-
umes of text and 18 volumes of commentary 
that give a comprehensive picture of the nu-
merous links between Goethe’s scienti fi c and 
literary work and the intellectual and scienti fi c 
trends of his era.

For more informati on visit:
www.leopoldina.org/de/goethe

▴ The “Nova Acta Leopoldina” reflects the spectrum of 
subjects represented in the Leopoldina.

▴ The final volume of the Goethe Edition 
was published in July 2011 and completed the edition.
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The Leopoldina library was founded in Nuremberg 
in 1731. With over 260,000 books, monographs 
and journals on natural sciences and medicine, 
it is a rich resource of traditi onal and modern 
knowledge. The focus of the collecti on is on pub-
licati ons about the history of science, parti cularly 
of natural sciences and medicine, as well as on 
publicati ons by scienti fi c societi es and associa-
ti ons. 

The comprehensive collecti on of works on natu-
ral sciences and medicine on six fl oors of stacks 
has accumulated mainly through the exchange of 
academy publicati ons with partners all over the 
world and gift s from academy members.

The literature can be viewed or borrowed in the 
reading room of the Leopoldina in August-Bebel-
Strasse 50a in Halle. External users may request 
materials by interlibrary loan. The electronic cata-
logue is available at htt p://opac.bibliothek.uni-
halle.de/DB=4/LNH=ENG/.

Contact:
Jochen Thamm
Head Librarian
August-Bebel-Str. 50a
06108 Halle (Saale)
Phone:  +49 (0) 345 472 39-140
Fax:  +49 (0) 345 472 39-149
E-mail: jochen.thamm@leopoldina.org

The Library

A view of the stacks of the library.
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As one of the oldest academy archives in the 
world, the Leopoldina’s archive stores around 
1,700 metres of documents dati ng from over 350 
years.

The core collecti on of the Leopoldina archive in-
cludes matriculati on records and minute books, 
curricula vitae, publicati on lists and portraits of 
the members, as well as series of correspondence 
and comprehensive administrati ve records of the 
academy. In additi on, the archive stores some 50 
bequests from important scienti sts, over 10,000 
photographs featuring the history of the academy 
and science, and various works of art, such as 
painti ngs, drawings and medals. 

With its collecti on on the history of the Leopol-
dina and its biographical materials, the archive 
off ers science historians excellent research op-
portuniti es. An overview of the collecti on can 
be viewed at htt p://midosa.leopoldina-halle.de/
index.htm. 

Contact:
Dr. Danny Weber
Head of Archive
Emil-Abderhalden-Str. 35
06108 Halle (Saale)
Phone: +49 (0) 345 472 39-120
Fax: +49 (0) 345 472 39-139
E-mail: danny.weber@leopoldina.org

Document from the early 
days: the Leopoldina’s first 
matriculation book from the 
year 1652.

The Archive
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Since 1997, the Leopoldina has supported out-
standing young post-doctoral students by provid-
ing post-doctoral scholarships in its fellowship 
programme. These scholarships are available to 
German scienti sts who would like to work abroad 
(and to scienti sts from Austria and Switzerland 
who wish to conduct research in Germany). The 
programme makes it possible for them to carry 
out independent research for up to three years 
at a renowned scienti fi c insti tuti on abroad (or in 
Germany). 

The awarding of the fellowships and their fi nan-
cial endowment are based on the guidelines of 
the German Research Foundati on. An awarding 
committ ee decides on the basis of peer-reviewed 
project proposals. To date, over 340 people have 
been supported in the programme, which is fund-
ed by the German Federal Ministry of Educati on 
and Research. Since 2009, the state of Saxony-
Anhalt has contributed to the funding.

Aft er they have returned from abroad, the acad-
emy off ers its fellows further support, with the 
aim of facilitati ng their integrati on into the Ger-
man science environment. This follow-up funding 
is limited to fi ve years and helps its benefi ciaries 
to present scienti fi c results, maintain and develop 
contacts, and establish new cooperati on projects. 
All of the fellows are off ered a mentoring pro-
gramme in which the members of the Nati onal 
Academy of Sciences provide expert guidance. 

Contact:
Dr. Andreas Clausing
Coordinator of the Fellowship Programme
Emil-Abderhalden-Str. 37
06108 Halle (Saale)
Phone: +49 (0) 345 472 39-150
Fax: +49 (0) 345 472 39-139
E-mail: sti pendium@leopoldina.org

Leopoldina post-doc fellow 
Stephan Schulz with his col-
league Jeanette Baker con-
ducting research at Stanford 
University in California.

The Fellowship
Programme
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The Leopoldina honours outstanding scienti fi c 
achievements by awarding medals and prizes.

Apart from honorary membership, which is lim-
ited to a few individuals, the Cothenius Medal in 
gold, endowed by Christi an Andreas Cothenius 
(1708-1789), personal physician to the royal Prus-
sian court, is the Leopoldina’s most important 
award. This medal is awarded for the outstanding 
lifeti me achievements of a member of the Leopol-
dina. The Carus Medal is based on an endowment 
in honour of the XIII President of the Leopoldina, 
Carl Gustav Carus (1789-1869). Since 1961, it has 
been complemented by the Carus Award, which is 
endowed by the founding city of the Leopoldina, 
Schweinfurt. Both are awarded for outstanding 
achievements in natural scienti fi c or medical re-
search. Since 1965, the Leopoldina has awarded 
the Mendel Medal – named aft er the founder of 
geneti cs, Gregor Mendel (1822-1884) – for special 
achievements in research in the fi eld of molecu-
lar biology and geneti cs. The Schleiden Medal has 
been awarded for signifi cant achievements in the 
area of cell research since 1955. Leopoldina mem-
bers are honoured for major contributi ons to the 
benefi t of the academy by the presidium’s Medal 
of Merit.

Since 2009, the Carl Friedrich von Weizsäcker 
Prize, endowed with € 50,000, is jointly awarded 
with the Sti ft erverband every two years. This 
prize honours scienti sts or research teams for 
outstanding scienti fi c contributi ons and social 
commitment. The Leopoldina Early Career Award, 

sponsored by the Commerzbank Foundati on, is 
endowed with € 30,000 and is awarded every 
two years since 2010. Since 2007, the Leopol-
dina Thieme Prize for Medicine, endowed with 
€ 15,000 and sponsored by the Thieme 
Publishing Group, has been awarded 
to young scienti sts who have pro-
duced signifi cant new fi ndings 
in the aeti ology, pathogenesis, 
therapy and preventi on of hu-
man diseases. There are two fur-
ther awards, the Leopoldina Prize 
for Young Scienti sts and the Georg 
Uschmann Prize for the History of 
Science, which have been awarded 
since 1993 and 1997 respecti vely. Each is 
endowed with € 2,000.

Contact:
Dr. Jörg Beineke
Senior Coordinator
Jägerberg 1
06108 Halle (Saale)
Phone:  +49 (0) 345 472 39-954
Fax:  +49 (0) 345 472 39-919
E-mail:  joerg.beineke@leopoldina.org

The Cothenius, Carus and Mendel 
Medals.

Honours,  Medals,  and Prizes

Publishing Group, has been awarded 

Science, which have been awarded 
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The Leopoldina, which was called Academia 
 Naturae Curiosorum at the time, was founded by 
four physicians in 1652 in the Free Imperial City of 
 Schweinfurt. Their aim was to deepen knowledge 
of the natural sciences and to improve communi-
cation between the natural scientists of that era.

In 1677, the independent academy was officially 
recognised by Kaiser Leopold I and was awarded 
special privileges in 1687. Since then, it has had 
the title of Sacri Romani Imperii Academia Cae-
sareo - Leopoldina Naturae Curosorum, from 
which its current abbreviated name, Leopoldina, 
derives. Since 1878, the academy has been based 
in Halle upon Saale.

The period of the Third Reich left its marks on the 
academy too. Both members and directors of the 
academy succumbed to the Nazi regime. Academy 
members who were murdered in the concentra-
tion camps are commemorated by a stele on the 
academy premises at the Jägerberg in Halle. Dur-
ing the years of the GDR, the Leopoldina largely 
preserved its independence as a result of the 
courage and prudence of the members of its pre-
sidium. It selected its members without the exer-
tion of state influence, particularly from what was 
then the Federal Republic of Germany and from 
other countries in the West. Following German re-
unification, it received the status of a registered 
association.

A National  Academy
with a Long Tradition

The chatter with which 
Kaiser Leopold I awarded the 
academy special privileges 
in 1687 is made of bound 
parchment with red satin 
binding and an imperial seal.
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The Presidium

The academy is run by a presidium. Members of 
the presidium are elected by the senate. Their 
term of offi  ce is fi ve years and they can be re-
elected once for a further term. The presidium 
usually meets once a month and prepares all of 
the academy’s important decisions.

Presidium

President Jörg Hacker, Halle and Berlin

Vice Presidents Gunnar Berg, Halle
 Bärbel Friedrich, Berlin
 Marti n J. Lohse, Würzburg
 Ursula M. Staudinger, Bremen

Class Secretaries Sigmar Witti  g, Karlsruhe
 Philipp U. Heitz, Zürich
 Peter Propping, Bonn
 Frank Rösler, Potsdam

Members Helmut Schwarz, Berlin
 Georg Sti ngl, Wien
 Hans-Peter Zenner, Tübingen

Secretary General  Jutt a Schnitzer-Ungefug, Halle
(with a consultati ve vote)

Former Council Members  Gunter S. Fischer, Halle
(with a consultati ve vote)  Harald zur Hausen, Heidelberg
  Volker ter Meulen, Würzburg
  (XXV President)
  Benno Parthier, Halle
  (XXIV President)

Special Representati ve for  Heinz Schott , Bonn
Archives, Library and 
Long-term Projects
(with a consultati ve vote)
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The Young Academy was co-founded by the Berlin-
Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humani-
ti es and the Leopoldina in June 2000. Its member-
ship is restricted to 50 people. Outstanding junior 
scienti sts who have completed a doctorate are 
elected as members for fi ve years.

The Young Academy’s primary tasks are to further 
the notably interdisciplinary-focused scienti fi c 
discourse among outstanding young scienti sts 
and to promote initi ati ves at the points of inter-
secti on between science and society. 

Contact:
Dr. Ruth Bendels
Head of Offi  ce
The Young Academy
Jägerstrasse 22/23
10117 Berlin
Phone: +49 (0) 30 203 70-650
Fax: +49 (0) 30 203 70-680
E-mail: offi  ce@diejungeakademie.de
www.diejungeakademie.de

The Young
Academy

On the initiative of the Leopoldina Presidium, 
Friends of the Leopoldina was founded in Au-
gust 2007 with the objective of promoting the 
academy’s science and research intellectually 
and materially. Its patron is Dr. Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher, former Foreign Secretary of the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany and an honorary Sena-
tor of the Leopoldina. All interested parties are 
welcome to join the Friends of the Leopoldina.

Contact:
Dr.-Ing. Horst Dietz
Chairman
Leopoldina Akademie Freundeskreis e.V.
Jägerberg 1
06108 Halle (Saale)
Phone: +49 (0) 345 472 39-920
Fax: +49 (0) 345 472 39-919
E-mail: freundeskreis@leopoldina.org
www.freundeskreis-leopoldina.de

Friends of  the 
Leopoldina
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Contact  Information

Deutsche Akademie der Naturforscher 
Leopoldina – Nati onale Akademie der 
Wissenschaft en
Jägerberg 1
06108 Halle (Saale)

Postf ach 110543
06019 Halle (Saale)

Berlin Offi  ce:
Deutsche Akademie der Naturforscher 
Leopoldina – Nati onale Akademie der 
Wissenschaft en 
Reinhardtstraße 14
10117 Berlin

Switchboard:
Phone: +49 (0) 345 472 39-600
Fax: +49 (0) 345 472 39-919
E-mail: leopoldina@leopoldina.org

Press and Public Relati ons:
Phone: +49 (0) 345 472 39-800
Fax: +49 (0) 345 472 39-809
E-mail: presse@leopoldina.org

Berlin Offi  ce:
Phone:  +49 (0) 30 203 89 97-415
Fax:  +49 (0) 30 203 89 97-409


