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Curriculum Vitae Dr Aisling Shalvey 
 

Main research interests:  

History of Brain Research; History of Paediatrics; Medical 
Ethics; History of Pathology; Eugenics and Biopolitics; 
Medicine during National Socialism; History of Reproduction 
and Teratology;  

 

 

Academic and professional career: 

2021-Present  Project Coordinator and Postdoctoral researcher ‘Hirnforschung an Instituten der Kaiser-
Wilhelm-Gesellschaft im Kontext nationalsozialistischer Unrechtstaten: Hirnpräparate in 
Instituten der Max Planck Gesellschaft und die Identifizierung der Opfer’ at the Leopoldina.  

2021-2021  Postdoctoral Researcher contractuelle at the University of Strasbourg 

2021-Present  Member of the working group for Ethics and/in the History of Medicine and the Human Sciences 
with the Consortium for History of Science, Technology and Medicine 

2020- Present  Voluntary Transcription Editor at Every Name Counts project, International Tracing Service. 

2020-Present  Voluntary transcription contributor (senior member) for Irish Folklore Commission Schools 
Collection (Dúchas) 

2020-2021 Core Lecturer for Masters year 1 and 2 on Sources, Approaches and Topics in History of Science, 
Technology and Medicine, University of Strasbourg. 

2019-2020 Co-Editor for Postgraduate Journal of Medical Humanities   

2017-2021 Member of the Historical Commission for the Medical Faculty of the Reichsuniversität Straßburg 

2017-2021  PhD in University of Strasbourg; Thesis entitled ‘History of Paediatric Treatment in the 
Reichsuniversität Straßburg, 1941-1944.’ 

2017  Research assistant for Dr Katie Robinson on the History of Occupational Therapy in Ireland 
Athena Swan project at the University of Limerick. 

2016-2017   Masters in History of Medicine at Oxford Brookes University; Thesis entitled ‘Eugenics in the 
Irish Free State’ 

2012-2016 Bachelor of Arts in English and history at National University of Ireland Maynooth.  

2014-2015  Erasmus in University of Vienna. 
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Presentations: 

‚Roma Children in Auschwitz: Identification of Victims, Uncovering Injustice and Complicity in Noma Experiments at 
Auschwitz,‘  Canadian Society for the History of Medicine, Public Histories of Health and Medicine (Online), June 2022. 

‚Paediatrics in Occupied Alsace’; History Department Research Seminar, Maynooth University (Online), February 2022. 

‘Beitrag zu den Dissertationen aus der Kinderklinik in Straßburg’; Medizinische Dissertationen im Nationalsozialismus 
Workshop, University of Gießen (Online), February 2022.  

‚Hirnforschung an Instituten der Kaiser-Wilhelm-Gesellschaft im Kontext nationalsozialistischer Unrechtstaten‘; 
Forschungskolloquium, Leopoldina (Online), February 2022. 

‚Little’s Disease During National Socialism; A Comparative Case Study‘; Families and Health: Historical Perspectives 
Conference, University of Wolverhampton (Online), November 2021. 

‘Brain Research under National Socialism’; Ethics of Sensitive Visual Material in the Medical Humanities workshop, 
Northern Network for Medical Humanities Research (Online), September 2021. 

‘Theories and practices in determining mental capacity of children under National Socialism. Case studies from patient 
files from the Reichsuniversität Straßburg (1941-1944)’; Oxford Centre for the History of Childhood Colloquium, Oxford 
University (Online), July 2021. 

‘Children’s perspective of health discrimination in wartime A case study of paediatric treatment in a Nazi occupied 
hospital (1941-1944)’; Society for the History of Children and Youth Biennial Conference (Online), June 2021.  

‘Naming the Invisible Patient: The Process of Specimen Identification’; Northern Network for Medical Humanities 
Research Conference, University of Durham (Online), April 2021.  

‘Les enfants traités dans la « Reichsuniversität Strassburg » (1941-1944)’; Congrés de la Société Francaise d'Histoire des 
Sciences et des Techniques, University of Montpellier (Online, rescheduled from April 2020), April 2021. 

‚Kinderheilkunde in Straßburg im NS (1941-1944)‘; Seminar zu NS-Universitäten, University of Heidelberg, 2021. 

‘Dr Kurt Hofmeier, career, background, and post war reception in paediatric medicine.’; Une nouvelle approche de 
l'histoire de l'Allemagne sous le régime national-socialiste, University of Strasbourg, 2021. 

‘Children in the Paediatric clinic of the Reichsuniversität Straßburg’; Une nouvelle approche de l'histoire de l'Allemagne 
sous le régime national-socialiste, University of Strasbourg, 2020. 

‘History of Paediatric Treatment in the Reichsuniversität Strassburg 1941-1944’; Séminaire des boursiers de la 
Fondation, Fondation pour la Memoire de la Shoah Paris, January 2020. 

‚ La prise en charge des enfants dans les services de l’Hôpital Civil de Strasbourg lors de l’annexion par l’Allemagne 
national-socialiste (1940-1945)‘; Seminaire des Master/Doctorantes (cancelled due to COVID-19), Univerisity of 
Strasbourg, 2020. 

‘Children in the Psychiatric Clinic of the Reichsuniversität Straßburg’; Une nouvelle approche de l'histoire de l'Allemagne 
sous le régime national-socialiste, University of Strasbourg, 2019. 

‘Trauma of Occupation and Evacuation in Paediatric Patient Records from the Reichsuniversität Straßburg’;Trauma, 
Narratives, Institutions: Transdisciplinary Dialogues, Johns Hopkins University, 2019.  

‘The Interaction between Maternity and Child Welfare and Eugenics in the Irish Free State’; Women and the Family 
Symposium, University of Hertfordshire, 2019. 

‚The Eighth Amendment in Historical Perspective ‘; Kirkpatrick Award for Research in Medical History, Royal College of 
Physicians Ireland, 2018.  

‚Recreating an Ethical Patient Narrative through Nazi Pathology Records, 1941-1944 ‘; Queens University Belfast, 
October 2018. 
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‘Use of Paediatric Theses to Illustrate Research Practices in Strasbourg, 1941-1944’; Medizinische Dissertationen im 
Nationalsozialismus Workshop, University of Gießen, September 2018.  

‘The Insanity Defence in Infanticide Cases in Manchester 1880-1889’; Irish Conference of Historians, Sex, Sexuality and 
Reproduction Conference, University College Cork, 2018.  

‘Theories of Mental Degeneration in the Early Twentieth Century’; New Perspectives Postgraduate Symposium in 
Maynooth University, 2017.  

‚Theories of Mental Degeneration in Britain, 1900-1950 ‘; History of Race and Eugenics Workshop, Oxford Brookes 
University, 2017.  

‘Eugenic Theories in the Irish Free State, 1922 – 1939’; Postgraduate Medical History Conference, University of Exeter, 
2017. 

 

Publications:  

Protect your Child, Trust the Doctor, Monograph with Exeter University Press, in press, publication due 2023. 

Book Review of Amir Teicher’s ‘Social Mendelism’ The British Society for the History of Science Journal, March 2022. 

‘Little’s Disease During National Socialism; A Comparative Case Study,’ Medizinhistorisches Journal, under review 2022. 

‘Collaboration, and Post War Reception of Dr Kurt Hofmeier, Director of the Children’s Clinic at the Reichsuniversität 
Straßburg (1941-1944)’ Revue d’Allemagne, 54 (2022) 1. 

‘La clinique infantile, ses médecins et ses patients’ Rapport finale de la Commission historique pour l’histoire de la faculté 
de médecine de la Reichsuniversität Straßburg (2022); 55-66. 

‘L’institut de pathologie et ses collections et archives,’ (Co-Authored with Paul Weindling and Gabriele Moser) Rapport 
finale de la Commission historique pour l’histoire de la faculté de médecine de la Reichsuniversität Straßburg (2022); 202-
247. 

Biographies autour de la Medizinische Fakultät der Reichsuniversität Strassburg 1941-1944. Available at https://rus-
med.unistra.fr/w/ (May 2022). 15 separate biographies on paediatric staff. 

Commentary: The diagnostic label of Asperger's in historical perspective – a commentary on Kehinde et al. (2021), Child 
and Adolescent Mental Health, 22 July 2021, https://acamh.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/camh.12491 

“Naming the Invisible Patient: A Historical Dilemma”, The Polyphony, 18 June 2021, 
https://thepolyphony.org/2021/06/18/naming-the-invisible-patient-a-historical-dilemma/ 

‘Eamon O'Sullivan: 20th century Irish psychiatrist and occupational therapy patron’ (co authored with Katie Jones, Judith 
Pettigrew and Bríd Dunne) History of Psychiatry, 31, no. 4 (2020): 470-482. https://doi-org.scd-rproxy.u-
strasbg.fr/10.1177/0957154X20948326 

History of Paediatric Treatment in the Reichsuniversität Straßburg 1941-1944, Fondation pour la Memoire de la Shoah, 
Séminaire des Boursiers de la Fondation (January 2020). http://www.fondationshoah.org/sites/default/files/1%20-
%20Recherche/textesBoursiers2020/Shalvey.pdf 

‘Theories of Mental Degeneration in Britain,’ Journal of Urban Anthropology/ REVISTA DE ANTROPOLOGIE URBANĂ Special 
Issue: Eugenics, Biopolitics and Race (June 2020). 

‘Theories of Mental Degeneration in Ireland’ in New Perspectives Postgraduate Symposium Reflections (vol 2.), 2019. 

Book review, Womens’ History Association, Review of Maryann Gialanella Valiulis’s The Making of Inequality, (5/11/2019) 
https://womenshistoryassociation.com/book-reviews/review-of-maryann-gialanella-valiuliss-the-making-of-inequality-
by-aisling-shalvey/. 


